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Stamp Louis Stamp and Coin Research Memo 2 


William A. Johnson and Frank E. Ellis 


Despite the wonderful information from Eric P. Newman that William A. Johnson was in St. Louis and 
lived at 2109 C South Spring St. in 1895, | could not verify any of that information through Gould’s City 
Directories. 


William A. Johnson proved to be very elusive. Perhaps he moved to the County for a time. Despite 
many listings for William Johnson and several for William A. Johnson, none of them seemed to be above 
laborer type jobs which | assumed did not describe B. G. Johnson’s father. | checked the addresses of all 
William Johnsons for the South Spring St. Address, having no luck. 


The only likely candidate | found was a William A. Johnson, Cashier, for Millard F. Helery with a 
residence at 3685 Laclede av. 


The other candidate was in 1899, a William A. Johnson, Insurance ( insur) at 2755A Lafayette Av 


| checked both Burdette and William A. from 1901 when Johnson would have been 16 as the youngest 
time he was likely to get full time work. 


In 1905, | found confirmation, as both Burdette G. and William A. Johnson both are listed at 1814A 
Oregon. William A. Johnson was listed as “insur” and so | assumed the 1899 listing was correct. 
Whether he worked as cashier before that is still uncertain. 


Burdette and William A. Johnson live together on and off but William A. does not consistently appear in 
the directories. In 1905, Burdette is living with him at 1814A Oregon, in 1906 William disappears, then 
in 1907 William and Burdette have moved to 2844 Lafayette Av, where they stay for several years. 
William A. changes his job to “agent” but unspecified for whom, and he continues to live with Burdette 
G. through 1910. 


| can try to check county directories for the missing years after 1899 or between 1895-1899, but many 
fewer exist than their city counterparts. Let me know if this is wanted. 


As far as Frank E. Ellis goes, he is first listed in Gould’s City Directory in 1899 as manager of St. Louis 
Stamp and Coin Co. 312 N. 4" St.. His residence is at 1416 N. 16™ St. 


In 1900, he changes residences to 1125 N. 16" St. and an interesting series of address inconsistencies 
begins. Under Ellis’s name, St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. is shown at 312 N. 4" St., but both the white 
pages and the yellow pages have St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. at 209 N. 8‘ St. (by white pages | mean 
the normal alphabetical listing of people and businesses and by the yellow pages | mean the listing of 


businesses alphabetically by type of business according to headings listed in the front of the directory) 
For 1900, the white pages listing is on page 1578. The yellow page listing is on page 2388. 


In 1901, the moving continues and the addresses do not stay consistent. Frank E. Ellis is still listed as the 
manager of St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. at 209 N g"" St., but the white and yellow pages have the store 
moved to 1003 Pine St. (No mention of this is in the alterations and additions in either year) 


Looking for any clues about the store’s prospects | tracked the kind of advertisement taken out in the 
directory. The white pages always has the most minimal, non bold smail print with just the name and 
address until 1909 when Burdette G. Johnson is added to the white pages listing in parentheses. 


Frank E. Ellis continues to work at St. Louis Stamp and Coin for several years. In 1903, he is no longer 
listed as the manager, just that he works there. No title of any kind. From 1899 until 1902 he lives at the 
same address, 1125 N. 16" St. In 1903, He moves to 3125 Clifton Place. In 1904, the second year he is 
not listed as manager, he moves to 1422A Dolman. 


In 1903 the store moves again, with continuing address inconsistencies, under Frank Ellis’s name, the 
store is listed as 1003 Pine, under the white and yellow pages, it has moved to 115 N. 11" St. 


Interestingly, Burdette G. Johnson is listed as clerk for the St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., but the stores 
address does not appear in his name entry as it does with Ellis. 


As previously indicated, B.G. Johnson begins in 1903 as clerk, and that label in the directory does not 
change until the 1907 city directory where Burdette is now referred to as salesman. In 1907, Frank Ellis 
moves to 1372A Arlington Av 


Fun side note. In the 1905 City directory yellow pages, under Stamps, Postage ( but not under Coins), 
there is a small simply entry for Zerbe, Farren, 1 North Broadway. Zerbe disappears in 1906 directory. | 
haven’t rechecked 1904 for him yet but when | get a chance | will. 


David A. Sutherland is nowhere to be found in the city directories with the sole exception of 1908, 


The entry in the white pages reads, “Sutherland, David A. St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. 115 N. 11" St. 
Res. Columbus, Ind”. 


Also in 1908, there is a Frank Ellis listed, but not a Frank E. Ellis, there is no job associated with Mr. Ellis’s 
entry and his residence is listed as 4A Nicholson Place. There is no way to be certain it is the same Frank 
Ellis but probably not as the middle initial had been consistent. In 1909 there is no listing whatsoever for 
a Frank Ellis. 


Also in 1908, the store address is added to Burdette G. Johnson’s name entry in the white pages and a 
position is eliminated. It no longer says salesman. 


1909 is also the year in which Burdette G. Johnson’s name is added to the white pages entry for St. Louis 
Stamp and Coin Co. (page 1774) and the store address continues to be a part of the personal listing. 
Also, no position with St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. continues to be a part of his name entry. 


As noted earlier, the yellow pages Font grew in boldness and size in 1900 to better compete with other 
stamp dealers. This did not change until 1905 when a description was added to the yellow pages in both 
the stamps and coins headings and it read : 


“Postage Stamps and Old Money of all countries Bought and Sold” 


| stopped at 1910 as Ellis is gone, Sutherland is gone, and William A. is still living with Burdette ( or vice 
versa) as an agent. | am happy to continue if that is of interest. 


| am still considering trying to find the price lists in the newspaper. Are there any stamps in the price 
lists, or are they strictly coins? 


St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. research in Gould’s City directory for St. Louis City 


( City directories were checked starting with late additions in the front, Johnson, St. Louis Stamp and 
Coin as well as Sutherland (| checked them all) in each directory. | also checked for Coins and or Stamps 
as a Subject area in the Business pages section) 


First mention of the St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. was in the 1898 city directory. The store was listed at 
312 N. 4" St. The listing was only the name and address, no other name associated with it were 
discovered. In 1898, other presumably postage stamp companies appear. The Stamp Exchange in Room 
605 Century building on Olive and the St. Louis Trading Stamp Company at 709 Olive St. 


In 1899, St. Louis Stamp and Coin continues at 312 N. 4” st. 


In 1900, St. Louis Stamp and Coin moves to 209 N. 8" St. The Directory listing is in a much larger font, 
equal in size to other Stamp Company ads. Hussman Stamp Company also appears. 


In 1901 St. Louis Stamp and Coin moves to 1003 Pine St. where they stay until 1903. 


Before 1898 (starting with 1891) there were stamp companies, but ! believe they were ink stamp or 
metal stamp companies rather than postal stamp companies. Mound city stamp co. 1501 Washington 
Av (1891), Miller-McCormack Stamp company 9045 Olive St. (1893) Star Stamp company 3848 West 
Pine(1893). 


There are David Sutherlands listed, but they are all in construction. 


*Side Note: | bumped into a scale ad for Troemner’s Star scale from the Howe Scale company in the 
coffee mill section. See photocopy attached from 1901 Gould’s city directory . 


Side note 2: Bumped into the St. Louis Bank Note Company (38 Laclede Building Olive and 4") in 1895. | 
am sure you know all about it, but | noted it anyway. 


Burdette G. Johnson first appears in the city directory in 1903 as a clerk for St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. 
Johnson’s residence was 1814A Oregon Ave. The St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. moved to 115 N. 11" St. 


The company description does not include a person’s name. 


In 1904, in the Business listing section (St. Louis Stamp and Coin appears in both the “white pages” 
individual names alphabetically, section and in the “yellow pages” businesses arranged by subject of 
their commerce sections). St. Louis Stamp and Coin usually had two listings and then additional mention 
of people who worked there. In the business listing, a description- “Postage Stamps and Old Money of 
all countries Bought and Sold” was added to the basic listing. This added description never changed 
from 1904 -1912 where | stopped this particular search. 


From 1903-1906 Johnson is listed as a clerk, in 1907 he is listed as a salesman and he moves his personal 
residence to 2844 Lafayette. 


In 1908 David A. Sutherland (St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co.) makes his ONLY appearance in a St. Louis city 


Directory. His residence is listed as Columbus, Ind. No St. Louis city address is provided. | assume that 
the notation means Columbus, Indiana, but the guide to abbreviations is not helpful on this subject. 


He never appears in the business section of the listing. 
Burdette G Johnson is no longer labeled clerk or salesman starting in 1908. 


In 1909, in addition to the listing and description of St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., Burdette G Johnson ‘s 
name is in a parenthesis in the entry in the white pages section. There is never a name in the business 
listing portion. 


Note, either Johnson moved slightly to 2849 Lafayette or there was a typo in 1912. 

Summary section: 

1898 St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. appears 312 N. AY 

1900 St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. moves to 209 N. 8°" St. 

Type Font on the listing in the Business section gets much larger stays that way (meets competition) 
1901 St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. moves to 1003 Pine St. 

1903 B.G. Johnson appears as Clerk with St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. Residence 1814A Oregon Ave 
1903 St. Louis Stamp and Coin moves to 115 N. 11" St. 

1904 Description added to listing: Postage Stamps and Old Money of all countries Bought and Sold 
1907 Johnson’s description changes to Salesman, he moved to 2844 Lafayette Ave 


1908 David A. Sutherland’s name appears, association with St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., no position 
indicated, residence listed as Columbus Ind 


1908 Burdette G Johnson’s personal entry no longer includes a position, simply St. Louis Stamp and Coin 
Co. 


1909 Burdette G Johnson’s name is added to the company listing in parentheses in the “white pages” 
part of the listing. 


Frank E. Ellis—St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co. 


1899 First listing in Gould’s St. Louis City Directory p. 523 


Entry: Frank E. Ellis, manager, St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., 312 
North 4" st. Residence- 1418 North 16°" St. 


e | checked both 1898 and 1897 to make certain Ellis wasn’t in town 
earlier. Neither year had any listing either. 


1900 Gould’s St. Louis City Directory p. 543 


Entry: Frank E. Ellis, manager, St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., 312 
North 4™ St. Residence —1125 North 16" St. 


1901 Gould’s St. Louis City Directory 


Entry: Frank E. Ellis, manager, St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., 209 
North 8" St. Residence—1125 North 16°” St. 


1902 Gould’s St. Louis City Directory 


Entry: Frank E. Ellis, manager, St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co.1003 Pine 
St. Residence- 1125 North 16" St. 
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Frank E. Ellis- St. Louis Stamp and Coin Company(continued) 
1903 Gould’s St. Louis Directory p. 558 


Entry-Frank E. Ellis- St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., 1003 Pine St. — 
note- Ellis is no longer listed as manager. 


Residence —3125 Clifton Place. 


1904 Gould’s St. Louis City Directory p. 608 


Entry- Frank E. Ellis, St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., 115 North 14" 
St. 


Residence 1422 Dolman 


1905 Gould’s St. Louis City Directory p. 561 


Entry- Frank E. Ellis, St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., 115 North 11 St. 


Residence 1422 A Dolman 


1906 Gould’s St. Louis City Directory, p. 506 


Entry- exactly the same as 1905 


Frank E. Elllis- St. Louis Stamp and Coin (continued) 
1907 Gould’s St. Louis City Directory p. 519 


Entry- Frank E. Ellis, St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co., 115 North 11" 
St. 


Residence- 1372 A Arlington Ave 


1908 Gould’s St. Louis City Directory 


NO LISTING FOR FRANK E. ELLIS 
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1003 Pine St., 









































AT VERY LOW PRICES 
AS FOLLOWS: 


(B) Kwang-Tung, China, 1cent, ‘“‘ 

(This is a beautiful coin with a queer 
‘looking dragon on it.) 

(C) 1883 Mexico 1 centavo, nickel, fine 

(D) 1883 Mexico 2 centavos, ‘‘ ES 
(Bow and quiver on one side, Roman 
numeral within wreath on other side 
This nickel coinage has been dis- 
continued and withdrawn by the 
Mexican government.) 

(E) 1797 England 2 pence, good, - 
Very good - - . 
(This coin weighs 2 oz, is 15g inches 
in diameter, and is the largest cop- 
per coin ever struck for England.) 


(F) “A. M. Smith’s Encyclopedia of 
Gold and Silver Coins of the World’’ 
illustrating the modern, ancient, cur- 
rent and curious in coins from A. D. 
1885 back to B. C. 700. Full descrip- 
tion with exact fac-simile of over 
6000 coins, name lists, statistics, his- 
torical data, full index, and tables 

_ for circulation, reduction, compari- 
son, etc. A numismatic Library 
complete in one volume. ‘This is the 
most complete book about coins ever 
published in any language; it con- 
tains 511 large pages, over 5000 illus- 
trations of coins and is well bound 
in cloth with gilt back. We can furn- 


Post free anywhere in the U. S. Ev- 
ery one interested in coins should 


St. Louis Stamp 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 


OFFER THE FOLLOWING 


COINS, ETC. 


(A) 1861-2 Italy 1 centesimo, uncirculated 3c 


8c 


5c 
5c 


75¢ 
- 1.00 


( All are dated 1787, the only year of coinage) 


ish this book for - - - 5.50 


We send stamps and coins on approval. Send 
for our free, fourpage list of 115 bargains, and 
let us know whenever you want to buy or sell 
anything in our line atany time :: :: :: :: 


& Coin Co., 


have a copy of it. 

{G) Chinese paper money, bills from 1% 
x3¥% inches to 3x7% inches in size, 
very odd and curious designs and 
letters, 10c each or 16 different ones 
for . - - - - 

(H) $5.00 bill issued by the state of 
Georgia at Milledgeville, April 6th, 
1864, and intended to aid the Confed- 
erate government, in whose notes 
the bill is redeemable. This bill is 
3x63 inches in size and well printed 
in black ink on white paper, and at 
the topis a cut of a femal> with 
money chest, etc. Our price for this 
bill in good condition is,each - - 4c 
or 10 for - - - - 

(I) $10 bill, same design and description 
as the above, each - - 


er 10 for - - - = §d0C 
i (J) $50 bill similar to above, each - 7c 
or 10 for - - - - 50¢ 


(K) Siam, the scarce and curious ‘‘bullet 
money,’’ an oblong clump of solid 
silver with ends turned up to resem- 
ble a round bullet, and bearing the 
counterstamp of the Siamese govern- 
ment. The value we have is the % 
Ticaland is very cheap at our price of 35c 

(L) Sicily 1840-59, 120 grani, silver and 
size of U. S. silver dollar, only - - 90c 

(M) China, ‘*The Dragon Dollar,” Chi- 
nese letters on one side, and a queer 
looking dragon on the other; this 
piece is of silver, and size of U. S. 
silver dollar, only - 
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WE WANT TO BUY: 
Unused, printed or written 
U. S. Postal Cards. ; 
U.S. and Foreign Money | 
of all Kinds. 
| U.S. and Foreign Stamps 
| of aii Kinds. 
U. S. Fractional Currency. | 
| Numismatic Books. 


LIST OF RARE COINS WORTH OVER F. E. ELLIS, MANAGER, 


BARGAIN A hamme dn Etc, FREE, | | Telephone, Bell Main a Nis (8 heal 


oe —>————_ 99 


N. Bm wren TETHRAGE ih siaips, piéass use ; Ee 
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Norfolk, Conn. 
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. RETURN IN & DAYS TO ee - ae S 
: NainMa'® JF 
‘StLouisStamp&Cofnty... Ef 
DEALERS IN . ; 
Coins, Postage Stamps, C Oe eI 


Buying List of Coins, 1% 
Selling List of Coins, &€, 
LET US KNOW WHAT YOU WANT. 
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115 N. 11th Street 











B. G. JOHNSON, PROPRIETOR CABLE ADDRESS “Moneta” PREMIUM COIN LIST 


ESTABLISHED 1897 


St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co. 








Bcsviong 
te sc 408 OLIVE STREET i 
COINS, STAMPS, Dealers in 
PAPER MONEY, /INDIAN RELICS, 
AUTOGRAPHS ST. LOUIS, MO. OLD FIREARMS, 


CURIOS, ETC 


10c 





B. G. JOHNSON, PROPRIETOR 





Dealers in 
COINS, STAMPS, 
PAPER MONEY, 
AUTOGRAPHS 


CABLE ADDRESS “‘Moneta’”’ 


ESTABLISHED 1897 


St. Louis Stamp & Coin Cn. 
coreg 
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ST. LOUIS, MO. 


PREMIUM COIN LIST 10c 





Dealers in 
INDIAN RELICS, 
OLD FIREARMS, 
CURIOS, ETC. 





